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Editor’s Note 
   Friday the thirteenth may be an ominous 
date for some, but for our family it signifies 
the day my dad entered the world - on Friday 
13 February 1925. That means he would 
have celebrated his 101st birthday last month 
if he were still with us. My sister and I visited 
his grave to lay flowers and spend a few   

moments in quiet reflection. Afterwards, we collected the 
wreaths that had been laid at Christmas. One of them was 
from an old primary schoolmate of mine, who became dad’s 
apprentice at the age of sixteen and stayed with him for over 
20 years, until dad finally retired, well into his seventies.  

The main reason dad delayed his retirement for so long 
was because he didn’t want to leave Granville without a job, 
and the main reason Granville stayed so long was because 
he didn’t want to leave dad without a worker. Their mutual 
loyalty and respect really touches me, even now. Granville 
always remembers to lay flowers on dad’s grave, even 
though his former boss has been gone for 25 years. I feel it 
is credit to both men that this loyalty and affection continues 
after the passage of so much time.  

In a world where so much is fleeting and temporary, with 
the focus on “Me, Me, Me” it is heartwarming to hear about 
stories such as these. I hope to be as committed and loyal! 

Until next time... 

Debbie Singh-Bhatti 
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